Mental abilities of male relatives of psychotic patients.
Exploration of academic and creative potentials of first-degree relatives of hospital-treated psychotic patients in Iceland. Relatives identified in a previously published family study of psychosis are evaluated, using records available at the National Archives and National Library in Reykjavik. Performance of groups of relatives is compared to that of the general population. Healthy relatives of patients are found to excel over others in authorship of books of fiction or poetry, in general school performance at age 20 years and in mathematics. These findings apply to both schizophrenia and affective illness. Relatives of psychotic patients often exhibit good mental abilities.